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Opinion: An autopsy of 
American democracy 


By Emelia Richling 


I regret to inform you 
that American democracy is 
dead. 

When our nation’s 
government was first formed, it 
was an unsteady structure with 
little support, a make-shift soci- 
ety hastily constructed to form 
a nation for its people. 

In a ThoughtCo article 
published by Robert Longley in 2019, he labeled the 
American government as a representative democracy 
in which the people collectively decide on their lead- 
ers. Our nation has championed the idea of independ- 
ence and individualism, ideals that our democracy 
should support, no matter how you label the govern- 
ment. 


However, America has given people false 
ideals of democracy, championing independence and 
individualism when the truth about our nation is far 
from what we imagine it to be. 

If you look around, democratic elements exist 
in theory but not in reality. Our opinions are only 
welcomed in the presence of those who support them, 
so many of us live in fear of stating opinions because 
we know our friends, families or even strangers are 
diametrically opposed to our beliefs, forming lines 
of division where there should be infinite circles of 
unity. 

Therefore, American democracy only pros- 
pered when the United States was a fledgling nation, 
but it soon died. The cause of death can be traced to 
the party system. This system divided people into 
two parties rather than individuals who are free from 
categorization. 

It is not the idea of democracies that fail peo- 
ple, but, instead, it is the bipartisan system that has 
divided us into two groups, stripped us of our opin- 
ions and turned us into puppets for parties we may 
not entirely support. 

If an individual doesn’t support a party on 
every issue, they are still categorized, an action that 
takes away the individualism democracy promises. 


The idea that opinions can coexist, people can form 
their own identities outside of party lines and we are 
individual beings free from classification is not sup- 
ported by a bipartisan system. 

And when our personal identities die, democ- 
racy falls. 

As people, we have forfeited our consent to 
individualism. We have allowed our rights to be over- 
ridden by parties and controlled by a government that 
mishandles its people. 

If the governed are not thinking and fighting, 
the government will subdue and suppress. No longer 
“we the people,” American democracy has fallen to 
parties, extracting people from the laws that govern 
us. 

The New York Times article bluntly entitled 
“Ts Democracy a Failure?” described how we, as peo- 
ple, have never been Americans, united under the ide- 
als of a democracy that truly represents its citizens. 
Instead, it represents our parties. Our democracy has 
failed to grant its citizens true representation. 

Instead, we have sought political salvation in 
party systems, a religion that never will entirely sat- 
isfy because people and nations can’t survive when 
divided. 

Our democracy has passed, but what will it be 
replaced by? Will it remain a bipartisan system that 
fails to represent the people and spits out leaders who 
do not represent the ideal qualities of a candidate? 

Or will we return to individualism, identities formed 
based on our own resolve without influence from 
political parties? 


VIKING SAGA 


Northwest High School 
2710 N. North Rd. 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308.385.6394 
www.ginorthwest.org 


Eprtor-in-CHiEF 
Emelia Richling 
Content ORGANIZER 
Gabriel Lorenzo 
TREASURER 

Emily Krupicka 
Distriputilon MANAGER 
Danyka Galvan 
‘Weasite MANAGER 
Madeline Stratman 
Pustic RELATIONS 
Meghan Pennell 
Soctat CoorDINATOR 
Areya Starke 
(CarTOONIST 

Sarah Clark 
ADVISER 

Kirsten Gilliland 


The Viking Saga is the official student 
publication of Northwest High School in 
Grand Island, Nebraska. 

itis printed by the Grand Island 
Independent eight times (monthly) 
throughout the school year. The paper is 
a member of the Nebraska High School 
Press Association. 


Outside submissions, suggestions or 
letters to the editor are welcome and 
encouraged. They may be brought to 
room 332 or emailed to Ms. Gilliland at 
kgilland@ginorthwest.org, 

Any and all submissions must be signed 
to be considered for publication, and the 
editor reserves the right 

to edit or print any submissions. 


VikingMedia 


Getting to know: Katie Hornung 


By Madeline Stratman 


What is your position at Northwest? 
“T am the agricultural education teacher here at Northwest, as well as the FFA adviser.” 


Have you taught before? 
“Yes, I have a couple of years of experience at a school called Diller-Odell, which is south of 
Beatrice.” 


What brought you to Northwest? 
“T graduated from Northwest in 2012 and got married in September. So my husband was living in 
Hastings, and going back here was the only option that I wanted to do.” 


Is there anything you want your students to know about you? 
“T grew up living on a farm in Chapman and showing cattle and horses. I was part of the musical 
and FFA in high school.” 


Are you involved in anything outside of school? 
“FFA Alumni Association, which is on state level. My husband is in it, so I’m active in it as well, 
along with showing in the summer.” 


What is an interesting fact about you? z 
“I'm double-jointed in my elbow, which allows me to bend it backwards and pop it out.” Photo Courtesy of Tally Creative 


Getting to know: Jeremy Otto 


By Gabriel Lorenzo 


What is your position at Northwest? 
“T teach in the special education department with Mrs. Coates, Mrs. Molling and 
Ms. Beins.” 


Have you taught before? 
“No, this is my first year teaching and my first job.” 


What brought you to Northwest? 
“{It’s] just home feeling, comfortable, basically family-oriented, and I have had 
relatives that go here.” 


Is there anything you want your students to know about you? 
“T’m a friendly person, I don’t bite and if you are friendly, I will be friendly with 
you. I like to get along with others!” 


ee u =" Are you involved in anything outside of school? 
Photo Courtesy of Jeremy Otto “As of right now, no, but I would like to. I just want to focus on teaching.” 


What is an interesting fact about you? 
“T am the oldest out of six children, and I have little holes in my [left] ear.” 


SSRIMUDVEE] 


VWOVS SNDIA 


€EDvd 


FEATURE 


VIKING SAGA 


PAGE4 


Continued from page 1 


Crowns and sashes are sophomore 
Kennedy Brown's language, as she competes 
in pageantry and it's nothing like the stero- 
types. 

The typical season for state pageants 
is during the summertime. Then, they have 
nationals in November in California, Florida 
or New York. 

“T’ve been competing for about three 
years now,” said Brown. “I’ve done three 
pageants, two in Nebraska and one in Iowa.” 

Last year, Brown got second place for 
top model, and has also recieved the Heart of 
Serviec award for helping in the communi- 
ty. She's also been a top ten finalist, and can 
compete in nationals as an all American. 

“T’m usually shy, so it was hard to get 
at first to get out there and talk to different 
girls," said Brown.“There’s this one part of 
the competition interview, that’s pretty diffi- 
cult. The judges save you some of the hardest 
questions like.... “If you're a magnet what 
would you attract?” I did not know what to 
say.” you just brag about yourself basically." 


Competitions can be nerve-wrecking, 
so Brown always rehearses in her head, tries 
practicing to make sure she's ready. 

“Only in bigger competitions do they 
ask questions about politics and bettering the 
world mostly," said Brown, regarding the 
sterotype of contestants answering questions 
falsey. "For Nationals you really need to be 
prepared for anything the judges throw at 
you." A big part of pageantry is confidence, 
keeping the converstaion going. 

“Make sure you know what you’re go- 
ing to say and if you mess up just keep on go- 
ing. They aren’t gonna judge you if you mess 
up, judges watch you on how you fix it.” said 
Brown. One sterotype Brown confirms to be 
true is how important posture is. 

“T like the stage and how they take 
pictures of you in your outfits That’s probably 
my favorite part competitions. It’s so much 
fun.” said Brown. 

Northwest may not have a lot of stu- 
dents who are aware of pageantry, but Brown 
said that she would be more than happy to 
help with anyone interested in competing. 
Some people may take a different approach to 


what they think of pageantry, knowing from a 
first hand experience, perspective might have 
changed. Pageantry has taught Brown lessons 
she never expected to learn. 


Photo Courtsey of Kennedy Brown 


Controllers are the new basketballs 


By Madeline Stratman 


Within Northwest High School, there are many varieties of clubs 
and organizations to join, one being eSports or electronic sports. 

“Anybody can join,” said coach Matt Hinkel. “There's new kids 
that come in, and have never played the games before. There's kids that 
come back every year to play during the season and enjoy it, and com- 
petitive kids that put hours into games. It’s definitely a range of skill 
levels and people.” 

Practice is every Tuesday and Thursday in Hinkel’s room and 
business teacher Ann Purdy’s room. On some of those days, students are 
competing virtually. 

“We have five different games within the year.” Hinkel said. 
“The first semester is Rocket League, Overwatch and Starcraft. In sec- 
ond semester, we play Super Smash Ultimate and League of Legends.” 

“T’ve always been interested in gaming, and I thought joining 
was a good way to meet new friends,” said Sarah Clark, a sophomore 
that enjoys playing Rocket League. 

“Competitions have been good.” Hinkel said. “We have students 
that are getting better every day. I would say that we have the top one or 
two Rocket League teams in the state right now.” After winning a cham- 
pionship last year for Rocket League, they’re hoping for another. 


There are many ways to be involved in eSports. “One thing 
we’ve done is stream on Twitch, which is a gaming streaming service,” 
said Hinkel. “We’ve been trying to promote our competitions on social 
media, so there's kids making graphics.” 

If students don't want to compete, they still have options to be 
involved with eSports, and there may be future benefits for joining. 

“The last couple years, kids got scholarships to different colleg- 
es,” said Hinkel. “Many colleges in the state are offering scholarships.” 

Clark’s best moments in eSports are the practices they have and 
being able to mess around and have fun with everyone in the activity. 

Hinkel's decision to coach eSports was simple. Even though 
he might not know the games as well as the eSport members, he's has 
always enjoyed playing video games. 

“J definitely recommend eSports for anybody, whether you’re 
good at gaming or not,” said Clark. “It’s always a lot of fun and the peo- 
ple there are friendly.” 

Overall, eSports is always open for new players, and is always 
trying to have fun while competing and playing games. 


Athletic Hall of Fame inducts first class 


By Meghan Pennell 


This school year, Northwest plans to induct its inaugural class 
into the Athletic Hall of Fame. In early June, a committee, headed by 
Athletic Booster Club President Kevin Fries, was created to honor 
those who have demonstrated excellence in Northwest athletics. 

Located in the trophy case in the main hall, the Athletic Hall of 
Fame will have large boards with nameplates, similar to other honors 
around the school. The Hall of Fame is designed to recognize recipients 
long-term, as nameplates will stay on each board permanently. 

Next to the Hall of Fame will be a screen allowing viewers to 
read autobiographies of each inductee, including their achievements in 
Northwest athletics and their time afterward. 

“The goal is to honor people whove had great athletic careers 
at Northwest High School,’ said Assistant Principal PJ Smith. “This 
can be anyone, including contributors, managers, former directors and 
secretaries.” 


‘The hall of fame committee plans to induct one team, six 
athletes, one coach, one contributor and one special award each year. 
Anyone can be nominated through a Google Form that will soon be 
available on the Northwest website. Then, the committee will consider 
each nominee. 

Inductees will be honored at different athletic events 
throughout the year. This year’s class will be inducted at halftime 
during the football game on October 23 and at the Dave Gee Track 
Invite later this spring. Inductees include athletes Kirk Berggren, 
Melissa (Rauert) Cromer, Russ Harvey, Mike Leaman, Todd Olson 
and Rick Shwieger. Track Coach Dave Gee (1980-2014) will also be 
honored, as well as the undefeated 1985 football team and Kate Marron 
for her service to Northwest athletics. 

“Everyone has a chance to be recognized and honored for their 
impact on the Northwest community,’ Smith said. 


Pence works behind the scenes 


By Emelia Richling 


Throughout the past four years, it seems that Mike Pence, the 
vice president (VP) of the United States, has remained in the shadow of 
our current leader. If you take a closer look, however, his behind-the- 
scenes work includes procuring a supportive base of voters, making 
changes within the education system and raising large amounts of cam- 
paign donations. 

When Pence was first added to the ballot as Trump’s VP, his pri- 
mary purpose was to draw in Christian voters. According to a U.S. News 
article published in August, Pence’ ability to net votes from the religious 
right was one of the primary reasons he was selected to share the ballot 
with the president. 

Before 2016, Pence served in the House of Representatives and 
was the governor of Indiana, providing him with a firm base of support- 
ers and a well-respected name in the political world. 

Staunchly conservative, Pence has helped to defend the beliefs 
he stands for, including defending religious freedom, opposing same-sex 
marriage and fighting against abortion. 

In addition, he is also vocal about using tax dollars to fund reli- 
gious schools. His influence over the American education system con- 
tinued when he confirmed the controversial Betsy DeVos as secretary of 
education. She remains controversial for her belief in privatizing public 
schools and taking away protection for vulnerable students by blocking 
emergency funding from the CARES Act and changing provisions that 
permit rapists to cross-examine victims. 

As Trump’s running mate, Pence has managed to secure large 


lumps of cash from supporters. According to an Indianapolis Monthly 
article published in 2019, he managed to amass $4 million in funds for 
the 2020 presidential campaign. 

Although many have claimed Pence stands in the president's 
shadow, his ability to exercise his voice and advocate on behalf of his be- 
liefs shows that he works in conjunction with Trump to make progress 
for the nation. 


Photo Obtained from AP News 
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ise of a government — for 


‘Elections are important 
nett. “They ensure that the prd 
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This year, both sides of tH political spectrum have 
signified 2020 as the most impdytant election year in mod- 
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: Trump’s nominee 


By Gabriel Lorenzo 


On September 18, the United States heard the unexpected 
announcement of the death of the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Many 
people surrounded the Supreme Court building giving their last 
respects. To fill the vacant seat, President Donald Trump announced on 
September 26 a new candidate, Judge Amy Coney Barrett. 

Barrett received her education at St. Mary’s Dominican High 
School in Louisiana, Rhodes College in Tennessee and Notre Dame 
Law School in Indiana. According to the University of Notre Dame, she 
received a bachelor’s degree in English literature and was awarded with 
many honors at Rhodes College. She also received a doctoral degree 
in law and a few awards at Notre Dame. After getting her degrees, 
she clerked for Laurence H. Silberman, a judge in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals and for the Supreme Court late Justice Antonin Scalia. In 2002, 
Barrett became a professor of law at the University of Notre Dame. 

Today, the world is full of many points of view on every 
argument. There are many big topics that can affect the future of 
American lifestyles. Barrett, like Trump, believes that allowing abortion 
is immoral, which goes against the 1973 case Roe v. Wade. 

“[Choosing a nominee] will happen automatically, in my 
opinion, because I am putting pro-life justices on the court,” Trump said 
to NPR. 

According to The Atlantic, she gave a lecture supporting pro-life 
at the University of Notre Dame. After the lecture, she decided to join 
an anti-abortion-rights faculty group by signing her name to a letter in 
the South Bend Tribune. 

The Supreme Court will soon make a decision over the future of 
healthcare, reports the New York Times. Barrett will very likely be part 


of this conversation and is unsure of what she stands on. 

Gun rights has been a controversy since the Constitution was 
adopted. According to the New York Times, Barrett wrote that the 
Second Amendment has a limit. The people do have the right to “bear 
arms,” but the government can also take away guns if necessary. 

Republicans praised Trump for choosing Barrett as a nominee. 
Republicans would also agree with nominating Barrett for her values. 

“Judge Barrett is just as brilliant and impressive as advertised,” 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell tweeted on October 13. “She 
is clearly qualified. She’s committed to fairness and impartiality. And 
she clearly understands the job of a judge under the Constitution is to 
apply the law and not impose personal policy views.” 

Democrats disagree with having Barrett as a nominee or even 
choosing her before the 2020 presidential elections since there is 
limited time for voters to decide the next president. 

“T clerked for Justice Scalia more than 20 years ago, but the 


lessons I learned stil] resonate,” Barret 
Barrett 


wants to continue 
the legacy of Scali 
in the Supreme 
Court 


Student Business: Fab Front Door 


By Danyka Galvan 


The Northwest Music Boosters 
Craft Show will be November 21 of 
2020. Along with many small business 
| owners, junior Rachel Ostdiek will be 
representing her company “Fab Front 
Door.” 

Every day after school, Rachel 
is hard at work on her decorative door 
» signs, painting and creating many 
different designs for different seasons 
and events. 

“T’m not in any sports, so, when 
I get home I am painting signs,” Rachel 
said. “It’s less stressful than most jobs 
because I get to sit in my kitchen and watch Netflix.” 

Rachel began her business at just the age of 13. With a boost 
from her parents Rachel was able to create her business, which 
continues to grow. 

“My parents bought the saw, and the first five signs I made 
were to go to pay off the saw.” 

Her parents are still by her side to this day helping her with 
little details to ensure that her business is successful. 


“My dad cuts out the signs, I paint them, my mom does the 
hanger,” Rachel said. 

“For any signs I need with greenery, she’s like my florist, and she does 
the finishing touches.” 

On a normal basis Rachel sells around 10-15 signs a month, 
painting five per week. Now that the holiday season is around 
the corner, Rachel is busy selling on average 100 signs, between 
November and December with the help of her dad Pat Ostdiek. 

“Tt depends on the season, but I can spend 15 hours a 
month,[cutting signts]” Pat said. “I usually cut out signs every 
weekend, so it depends on how many orders Rachel has. Right now, 
we are preparing for the craft show, so we are trying to cut out about 
60 signs this month!” 

Rachel states that her bestsellers are usually holiday signs 
made during November-December, as they are often bought as gifts 
for others. 

Rachel’s signs sell anywhere from $25-$35 each. Her signs 
can be found on Facebook and Instagram @fabfrontdoor. You can also 
catch Rachel on November 21st at the 2020 Northwest Music Booster 
Craft Show. 


Photo Courtesy of Rachel Ostdiek 


Nebraskan takes boneless chicken wings to city council 


By Danyka Galvan 


Boneless chicken wings can be classified as one of the top 
finger foods in the United States. The BBC reports that Americans eat 
1.35 billion chicken wings during the Super Bowl, but the question 
arises: are boneless chicken wings actually chicken wings? 

On September 2, a local from Lincoln, Nebraska, Ander 
Christensen, took this question to the city council, stating that, 
“Nothing about boneless chicken wings actually comes from the wing 
of a chicken.” 

Christensen argued that the counciil needs to change the name 
of boneless chicken wings, so that Americans are no longer misusing 
the name, especially for the sake of children learning to be “scared of 
having bones in their meat.” 

Instead of them being called boneless chicken wings, 
Christensen proposed the name be changed to: “buffalo style chicken 
tenders” or “saucy nugs” 

According to a poll on the Viking Media Instagram page, 35 
percent of respondents support changing the name of boneless chicken 
wings, while the other 65 percent do not. 

While many people are debating about whether or not 
Christensen’s point is correct. What was revealed after the proposal 


was given is that Christensen is the son of one of the council members. 
Many subjects of COVID-19 were brought to the council within the 
past month. Christensen decided to bring enlightenment and laughs to 
his audience. 

Boneless chicken wings are very popular throughout the US 
because of their simplicity. They are simple, small and easy to eat with 
less of a mess than eating them off of the bone. Christensen did prove 
a good point when stating that nothing about boneless chicken wings 
comes from the actual wing of a chicken. According to a Meat Poultry 
article, the meat actually comes from the breast of a chicken. But is 
this a good enough reason for America to change the name of the most 
popular finger food? 
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Solving Rathke-isms 


By Meghan Pennell 


“T’ve always been a big verbiage guy,” Algebra II, Trigonometry/ 
Pre-Calc and College Algebra Teacher Ryan Rathke said. “I've found 
using verbiage really enhances the classroom environment.” 

Throughout his 36 years of teaching, Rathke has used certain 
catchphrases throughout his lessons, and although from the outside they 
may seem totally unrelated to his math courses, many of his students 
would argue just the opposite. 

“They actually really help you remember what to do,” said junior 
Truett Nelson. “Sometimes I'll be taking a test and find myself saying 
them in my head.” 

Often referencing anything from songs, to cliches, to late night 
television sketches older than his students, these “Rathke-isms” can cer- 
tainly be difficult to decode to someone not in any of his classes. 


“Now just shake it out.” 
Usually repeated twice in a half-speaking, half-singing voice, this 
Rathke-ism is in reference to Taylor Swift's 2014 hit single “Shake 
It Off” and is used once a problem has been simplified down 
enough to solve it the way you would any basic algebra problem. 


“You've got [any number] of cows and [any number] of horses...” 
Often, Rathke enjoys subsituting the different terms in an 
equation to farm animals, helping students understand a math 
problem outside of just being a math problem. Usually followed 
by a shockingly good cow impression. 


“That right there is a sneaky mom!” 
Referencing a 2011 YouTube video of a kid calling his mom 
sneaky after she pretends to steal his candy, a sneaky mom 
problem usually is just a little out of the ordinary, something that 
must be acknowledged and paid attention to. 


“You gotta tickle the ivory!” 
Just like learning to play the piano, math requires practice and 
sometimes an extra push in that direction is greatly needed. 
Simply a much more entertaining and engaging way to say “Get 
your reps in!” 


'Cuties' 


Review 


By Areya Starke 


Young girls around the age of 11, popping and locking in the 
Netflix original "Cuties', released on September 9 has caused an uproar 
in an unexpected way. These reviews about what the movie is really sup- 
porting, started to stand out to me as well. Many are saying this film is 
supporting child predators and sexualizing little girls. Netflix has apolo- 
gized and even taken down the orginal poster, which featured the stars 
in tight and exposing outfits, crop tops and booty shorts. 

“We're deeply sorry for the inappropriate artwork that we used 
for Cuties. It was not ok...” Netflix wrote. "'Cuties' is not pornographic, 
does not contain underage nudity and does not depict sexual acts, sim- 
lated or other wise,” watching the movie I thought diffrerently. 

In Senegalese, France, the main character in Cuties, Amy, started 
out as an almost perfect Muslim girl. She became friends with a group of 
girls that danced for fun and introduced them to twearking to fit in. 

I recommend "Cuties" to only mature audiences. The characters 
in Cuties laugh at rape victums and sneak pornographic photos of boys 


in the bathroom, as well as posting inappropriate photos of herself on 
social media, dancing provocately infront of older men with disturbing 
faces. The girls were also lying about their age in order to talk to high 
school boys and talked to strangers online about explicit topics. They 
learned how to twerk, and even the camera shots were zooming into 
things they shouldn't be. Why would little girls be pondering on subjects 
of the sort? Sadly, that’s not all, it gets worse but you would have to see 
for yourselves. 

Overall, Netflix’s ‘Cuties’ sexualized young children in a way 
that could negatively influence our youth. The movie didn’t give me a 
good feeling, now seeing where these reviews came from. For the chil- 
dren of our generation, it provides a bad outlook on what children of 
that age should be doing. Everyone of those girls are 11. Netflix deserves 
the backlash they got for the film, and should do what people are telling 
them and take it down. 


SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 


Photo Courtesy of Lauren Morrow 


LAUREN Morrow 
What are your favorite binge-worthy shows? 
“I really like ore Breton Sena Diaries, 
Criminal Minds and The Office.” 
What are your plans for after high school? 
“Currently, my plan is to go to college, get a biology 
degree and become a PA (Physician's Assistant). 
What is a fun fact about yourself? 
“| broke the same arm twice.” 
What is your favorite high school memory? 
“| think cheering at the winning state basketball 
al 


me. 

What advice do spies for underclassmen? 

“Go to as many games and activities as you can. 
jey are really fun.” 


e The Senate Judiciary Committee 
continues to review Supreme Court 
nominee Amy Coney Barrett's 
qualifications to fill the vacancy of 

the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg. If 
appointed, Barrett would create a 6-3 
conserverative majority in the Senate 
and be President Trump's third elected 
justice. 

© On October 11, in a 106-93 point 
game, the Los Angeles Lakers won the 
2020 NBA finals after defeating the 
Miami Heat. This victory scored LeBron 
James his fourth championship title in 
his basketball career. 

© On election day, in addition to 


By Emelia Richling 


ETHAN HANSEN 


What are your favorite binge-worthy shows? 

“| work at a nursing home, so [have memorized The 
Golden Girls. Any game show like Jeopardy.” 
What are yout plate for after high school? 

“They are very different paths because | am either 
going to go pre-med or into international affairs.” 
What is a fun fact about yourself? 

“| am trying to teach myself to write with my left hand. 
Itisn’t good. | was comparing it to my old kindergarten 
journals, and it is the exact same.” 

What is your favorite high school memory? 
“Probably Winter Ball last year.” 

What advice do you have for underclassmen? 
Get involved because, once You start meeting people, 
itis so much easier to make friends and be confident 
and comfortable.” 


In the news... 


By Emily Krupicka 


voting for government, Nebraska voters 
will have the opportunity to determine 
whether or not casino gambling will 
become legal in Nebraska. Nebraskans 
will vote for or against Initiatives 429, 
430 and 431 which will permit casino 
gambling at horse races, create 
regulations for casinos and tax casinos. 
e Almost three years after the murder 
of Sydney Loofe, Bailey Boswell, on 
October 14, was officially charged 

with first-degree murder, conspiracy 

to committ a murder and improper 
disposal of human remains. The court 
is now deciding if she will face life in 
prison or the death penalty. 
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ALLISON O'CONNELL 


What are your favorite binge-worthy shows? 
“Right now, it is Shameless, but it changes often.” 
at are your plans for after high school? 
“lam going to go to Hastings College and study 
lelementary education. | am going to be either a third, 
fourth or fifth grade teacher.” 
What is a fun fact about yourself? 

“| actually can’t hear out of my left ear.” 
What is your favorite high school memory? 
“Band. The competitions, the bus rides and getting 
to perform are so much fun. It is such a rewarding 
experience.” 

What advice do you have for underclassmen? 
“Definitely enjoy it while it lasts. Focus on your 
grades but also focus on having fun.” 


¢ In Hall County, coronavirus cases 
continue to surge, totalling over 100 
in a single week. The Central District 
Health Department (CDHD) continues 
to encourage everyone to wear masks 
and to maintain a minimum six-foot 
distance between others. 

¢ Allison Meier Madrigal, Sharon 
Placke and Joan Ruskamp were 
honored as Northwest's three 
“distinguished alumni” on October 

9. Each recipient was nominated for 
achieving their goals and doing good 
services that involve the community. 
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_ STUDY ABROAD 


It’s a dream for many. But at Hastings, 
you'll spend part of one semester abroad 
at no additional cost. Peru, Ireland, France, 
Spain, Honduras — where will you go? 


$12,000+ FOR EVERYONE 


Every Hastings College student receives 
scholarships worth at least $12,000. 
Many receive $15,000-20,000 (some 
even more!) — and all renew each year. 


GEEK OUT 


To create the best learning experience, 
every student receives an iPad and 4 
Apple Pencil — making handwritten notes, 
digital lab annotations and more a reality. 
Plus we’re providing all required text 
books, saving you $4,000 or more. 


Want to learn more? 


Schedule your in-person or virtual visit today! iv ae = J 
COLLEGE 


HASTINGS EDU/VISIT Nebrasa's Premier Private colege 


